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THE GOSPEL TODAY 

Mark 10: 2-12 

Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, 
'Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?' 
He answered them, 'What did Moses command you?' 
They said, 
'Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.' 
But Jesus said to them, 
'Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 
But from the beginning of creation, 
"God made them male and female." 
"For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother 
and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh." 
So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 
Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.' 

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 
He said to them, 'Whoever divorces his wife and marries another 
commits adultery against her; 
and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.' 

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME 

The Gospel passage that we hear proclaimed today is often used as the 
foundation of the Church's stance on divorce. In truth, this passage is one of the 
foundations upon which the Church's teaching on Sacramental marriage is built. 
A true Sacramental marriage is built on love, first of all, the recognition that it is 
the love of God that draws us together, and the love of God that calls us into 
communion. We recognize, however, that this is an ideal, and does not describe 
every marriage. The Church is called to accompany married people, to listen, 
and to be present to them on their journeys. 
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Video - Thanksgiving prayer:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BoLisEEd-G0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BoLisEEd-G0


AN OVERVIEW OF THE WORKING DOCUMENT 

PART TWO: "Interpreting: faith and vocational discernment" 
The second part of the Working Document used in preparation for the upcoming 
Extraordinary Synod on Young People, the Faith and Vocation Discernment consists of 
four chapters. It offers an overview from different points of view on the key words of the 
Synod: youth, vocation, discernment, and accompaniment. 

The first chapter examines more deeply the idea of youth, starting from some biblical 
foundations. It shows that youth is the time of love and joy, of fortitude, of conquest and 
of risk, of uncertainty and of fear, of fall and conversion, of readiness to listen and of 
maturation. Above all, it is a time of encounter with the God of the covenant and of the 
love that God's Word offers, and God's invitation to full and abundant life. 

The second chapter is of a theological and ecclesiological nature. Starting from 
listening to young people and educators/trainers, it is clear there is a need to offer a 
framework for understanding the wide-ranging vocational question, enabling it to be 
meaningful to all young people, without exclusion, and not only in the most specific 
vocation to the ordained ministry and to the consecrated life. It ends by inviting all kinds 
of vocations in the Church and in the world. Among these, the family certainly has a 
prominent position, which strongly links us to the previous Synod. It explores the 
emergence in the Church of a less typical question about the vocational collocation of 
those who choose to remain "single" without referring either to marriage or to a 
particular consecration. 

The third chapter then explores the dynamics of vocational discernment. In a world they 
perceive as confused and fragmented, many young people ask for help to interpret the 
events of their life in the light of faith. The chapter then clarifies the meaning and 

content of discernment, relying on the three verbs recognize-interpret-choose. The 
comparison with personal conscience remains decisive in this journey. 

The last chapter is dedicated to the theme of accompaniment. There is an overview of 
the different types of accompaniment: there is indeed an accompaniment of the 
environment and community, there is an accompaniment in the reading of the signs of 
the times, one of a psychological type and a more spiritual one, just as we are 
accompanied in family and peers. 

© 2018 Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. John's 

Subscribe to our weekly catechetical resource by e-mail :

http://www.eepurl.com/cimD0L

http://www.eepurl.com/cimD0L
http://www.eepurl.com/cimD0L
http://www.eepurl.com/cimD0L





