
LIVING FAITH 
27th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
OCTOBER 4, 2020 

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY—Matthew 21:33-43 
‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug 
a wine press in it, and built a watch-tower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another 
country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again 
he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his 
son to them, saying, “They will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 
themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw 
him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do 
to those tenants?’ They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.’ 

Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
   has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, 
   and it is amazing in our eyes”? 
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 
produces the fruits of the kingdom. 

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
The readings for today give us an excellent means to reflect upon our present times.  As we look at our world today, we see 
much that is troubling.  Political leaders seem to favouring nationalism over globalism, meaning that they are - even more 
than usual - focussed on the needs of themselves and their own countries to such an extent that there is little regard for the 
well-being of the global community.  There is the historic COVID -19 pandemic that has the world in its grip.  The climate 
is changing and jeopardizing people with stronger hurricanes/ typhoons, raging forest fires, rising sea levels, increasing 
temperatures, and melting polar regions just to name some effects.  People are naturally worried about their health, 
families, jobs and financial security in the midst of all this turmoil.  Through it all, the most vulnerable among us, the poor, 
marginalized and rejected continue to suffer.  

It is not unlike the stories told in both the first reading from Isaiah and the Gospel.    Both are tales of hard-
working vineyard owners who did everything they could to not only make a successful vineyard, but to give the population 
of workers in the vineyards a chance at real success.  Yet in both cases, the vineyard fails.  These stories are parables meant 
to teach the reader a lesson.  Isaiah is critical of the people of his day, who despite God giving them every advantage, 
instead pursue pride and disregard that which God has done.  It only leads to their ruin.  

In the Gospel a similar theme appears.   There, Jesus is critical of the leadership of the people of his time.  He is 
critical of them for how they have abandoned the people and instead colluded with the Roman empire and temple leaders 
( the powers in His day) in Jerusalem.  All the while the ordinary people are suffering.

These readings invite each of individually and all of us a s community to ask ourselves:  how am I/are we using our 
own gifts as well as the resources of our community and r world for the good of others , and the building up of God’s 
Kingdom?  Is it not time for our faith to motivate us to respond better to the ills of the world?
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 

POPE FRANCIS’ NEW ENCYCLICAL 
On Saturday, October 3, 2020, at the tomb of St. Francis of Assisi, Pope Francis signed a new 
encyclical. The ceremony took place without the faithful present, in respect of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the current public health restrictions. the encyclical is entitled Fratelli tutti on 
fraternity and social friendship. 

The title, whose official English-language version has not yet been released, is a reference to the 
writings of St. Francis: "Let us all, brothers, consider the Good Shepherd who to save His sheep 
bore the suffering of the Cross" (Admonitions, 6, 1: FF155). Pope Francis was quick to clarify that 
the title and address are a direct quote from St. Francis of Assisi, and is not meant to be exclusive, 
but to address all people. 

Assisi, Italy 

The Bishop of Assisi, Domenico Sorrentino, said the town 
celebrated the Pope’s visit with "emotion and gratitude". He went 
on to say, "While the world is suffering a pandemic that makes 
so many peoples lives difficult, and makes us feel for brothers in 
pain, we cannot but feel the need to become above all brothers 
in love." The bishop concluded his comments, saying, "This 
gesture of Pope Francis, gives us new courage and strength to 
'restart' in the name of the fraternity that unites all." 

The title of the Pope's new encyclical reflects a central theme of 
his papacy. On the evening of his election to the papacy on 
March 13, 2013, Pope Francis first greeted the world with the 
words fratelli e sorelle – "brothers and sisters". This theme of the 
sisterhood and brotherhood of humanity is also present in his 
constant embrace of migrants and refugees. This new encyclical 
focuses on recognizing each other as brothers and sisters, and 
the importance of this in the contemporary world for the 
promotion of peace, harmony and solidarity between 
individuals and nations. His signing of the Document on Human 
Fraternity in Abu Dhabi in 2019 marks one more example of 
Pope Francis' dedication to promoting this love that unites and 
gathers the human family- all children of the one God. 
The words “Fratelli tutti” are from St. Francis of Assisi, just as were the words “Laudato Si’” 
which Pope Francis chose as the title of his second encyclical. It is highly significant that the 
pope has decided to sign the encyclical at the tomb of St. Francis. As he has stated on 
numerous occasions, his ministry as successor of St. Peter has been greatly influenced by the 
Saint Francis of Assisi and his love for the poor, so much so that on his election as pope he 
took the name Francis, the first pope ever to do so, a name that also conveyed a program. 
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IN THE LITURGICAL CALENDAR THIS WEEK 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7 
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY 

St Francis of Assisi window (1885) by Charles Leveque, 
east transept, clerestory level,  

Basilica-Cathedral of St. John the Baptist

Queen of the Holy Rosary window (1859) by William Warrington 
West transept, Basilica-Cathedral of St. John the Baptist 

Queen of the Most Holy Rosary is one of the titles of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary named in the Litany of Loreto: 
Holy Mary, Pray for us. (repeat after each line)

Francis of Assisi was born  in 1181 or 1182, one of 
several children of an Italian father, Pietro di 
Bernardone dei Moriconi, a prosperous silk merchant 
and a French mother, Pica de Bourlemont, about 
whom little is known except that she was a 
noblewoman originally from Provence. Pietro was in 
France on business when Francis was born in Assisi, 
and Pica had him baptized as Giovanni. Upon his 
return to Assisi, Pietro took to calling his son 
Francesco. As a young man, he lived a carefree, 
affluent life, but after a conversion experience, he 
devoted his entire life to God. 
He became a friar, deacon, philosopher, mystic, 
and preacher. He founded the Order of Friars Minor, 
the Order of Saint Clare (with Clare of Assisi), and 
the Third Order of Saint Francis. St. Francis is one of 
the most beloved and venerated figures in 
Christianity. 
Francis died on October 4, 1226, and was canonized 
by Pope Gregory IX on 16 July 1228. Along 
with Saint Catherine of Siena, he was designated 
patron saint of Italy. He later became associated with 
patronage of animals and the natural environment, 
and it became customary for churches to hold 
ceremonies blessing animals on or near his feast 
day of 4 October. 

Holy Mother of God, 
Holy Virgin of virgins, 
Mother of Christ, 
Mother of the Church, 
Mother of mercy, 
Mother of divine grace, 

Mystical rose, 
Tower of David, 
Tower of ivory, 
House of gold, 
Ark of the covenant, 
Gate of heaven, 

Mother of hope, 
Mother most pure, 
Mother most chaste, 
Mother inviolate, 
Mother undefiled, 
Mother most amiable, 
Mother most admirable, 
Mother of Perpetual Help, 
Mother of good counsel, 
Mother of our Creator, 
Mother of our Saviour, 
Virgin most prudent, 
Virgin most venerable, 
Virgin most renowned, 
Virgin most powerful, 
Virgin most merciful, 
Virgin most faithful, 
Mirror of justice, 
Seat of wisdom, 
Cause of our joy, 
Spiritual vessel, 
Vessel of honour, 
Singular vessel of 
devotion, 

Morning star, 
Health of the sick, 
Refuge of sinners, 
Solace of migrants, 
Comforter of the afflicted, 
Help of Christians, 
Queen of Angels, 
Queen of Patriarchs, 
Queen of Prophets, 
Queen of Apostles, 
Queen of Martyrs, 
Queen of Confessors, 
Queen of Virgins, 
Queen of all Saints, 
Queen conceived without 
original sin, 
Queen assumed into 
heaven, 
Queen of the most holy 
Rosary, 
Queen of Families, 
Queen of Peace. 
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This year, World Mission Sunday in on October 18, 
2020.  This is a world-wide celebration of and 
collection for the missionary Church.  The funds 
raised will go for emergency aid when disasters strike, 
to care for refugees in war torn nations, to establish 
and support rural health clinics, and to provide for 
the daily needs of all missionaries.  Please pray for 
the missions often and please be generous on World 
Mission Sunday.
(Sister Rosemary Ryan, Director for the Pontifical 
Mission Societies)

World Mission Sunday - October 18

Learn more about the Pontifical Mission Societies.  Click here.

https://www.missionsocieties.ca/propagation-of-the-faith-spf/world-mission-sunday/
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