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THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 
him. John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and 
do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper 
for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when Jesus 
had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME 
Jesus did not need to be Baptized in the same way that we are Baptized. 
Although this is true, imagine His joy and wonder when He heard the voice of 
God saying, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ There 
are so many people in the world around us who need to hear just this message—
the message that they are loved, that they are seen, that they are valued, that 
they matter to us. The truth is that, today, most of us hear the loving and 
encouraging voice of God from the lips of other people. Today, be the voice of 
God for someone who needs encouragement, love, or hope. 

PONDER AND DISCUSS 

• Can you name somebody who needs to hear or experience the words,
“You are loved” or “I am pleased with you”?

• What can you say today to somebody who needs encouragement, love or
hope?
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 
BAPTISM IN THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Do you remember the day you were 
baptized? Are there pictures? 

1213 Holy Baptism is the basis of the 
whole Christian life, the gateway to life 
in the Spirit and the door which gives 
access to the other sacraments. 
Through Baptism we are freed from sin 
and reborn as sons and daughters of 
God; we become members of Christ, 
are incorporated into the Church and 
made sharers in her mission: "Baptism 
is the sacrament of regeneration 
through water in the word.” 

1253 Baptism is the sacrament of faith. But faith 
needs the community of believers. It is only within 
the faith of the Church that each of the faithful can 
believe. The faith required for Baptism is not a 
perfect and mature faith, but a beginning.  

How has your faith grown and matured? 
1254 For all the baptized, children or adults, faith must 
grow after Baptism. For this reason the Church celebrates 
each year at the Easter Vigil the renewal of baptismal 
promises. Preparation for Baptism leads only to the 
threshold of new life. Baptism is the source of that new life 
in Christ from which the entire Christian life springs forth. 

1279 The fruit of Baptism, or baptismal grace, is a 
rich reality that includes forgiveness of original sin 
and all personal sins, birth into the new life by which 
man becomes an adoptive son of the Father, a 
member of Christ and a temple of the Holy Spirit. By 
this very fact the person baptized is incorporated into 
the Church, the Body of Christ, and made a sharer in 
the priesthood of Christ.  
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WHAT’S GOING ON THIS WEEK? 
THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

“They showed us unusual kindness” (Acts 28:2) 

JANUARY 18-25, 2020 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is 
an annual ecumenical celebration. 
Christians around the world are invited to 
pray for the unity of all Christians, to 
reflect on scripture together, to 
participate in jointly-organized ecumenical 
services, and to share fellowship. 

The theme and resources for the 2020 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comes 
to us from the Christian churches in Malta 
and Gozo. The 2020 theme, “They showed 
us unusual kindness” (Acts 28:2), 
remembers the historic shipwreck of Paul 
on the island of Malta and calls us to a 
greater generosity to those in need. As an 
island nation, boats are an important part 
of Maltese life. The Scripture reading in 
this service describes a perilous sea 
voyage by the Apostle Paul. A boat is also 
symbolic of the sometimes tempestuous 
journey Christians make together towards 
unity. 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is 
traditionally held every year between 
January 18th (the Feast of the Confession 
of Saint Peter) and January 25th (the 
Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul). 

Local resources for Canada can be accessed on the website of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity:

in English: https://www.weekofprayer.ca/2020-wpcu-resources
in French: https://www.weekofprayer.ca/fr/ressources-2020
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