
COVID-19 PANDEMIC:  Out of pastoral concern for the health and wellbeing of all our 
people, all weekday and weekend Mass in our churches have been cancelled until further 
notice. Although the parish office is currently closed to the public, message, donations, 
and weekly collections are checked and processed Monday – Friday (9 am – 2 pm). 
 
We ask that all parishioners be conscious of the financial needs of the parish during these 
difficult times. With all Masses being cancelled, no Mass means no collection, which can 
be financially devastating for the parish, especially when the duration of this closure is 
unknown. Please consider supporting our Parish by dropping off your weekly collection 
envelope in the mailbox outside the office.  Thank you. 
 
Did you know? Sunday Masses (with Fr. Ken Walsh) is available online on our parish 
website (holyrosarynl.ca) and Facebook page (www.facebook.com/holyrosarynl) each week.  
 

 
 
Sacramental Preparation and Children’s Catechetical Resources 
We are placing some of the sacramental preparation online for our children! It can be found 
on http://holyrosarynl.ca/confirmation-eucharist-reconciliation-preparation/. Please check 
your email and Facebook Group for instructions. 
 
Also check out http://holyrosarynl.ca/catechesis-sacraments/catechetical-resource/ too, for  
other online resources like weekly Children's Liturgy, videos, and ideas on craft / games. 
 

 
 
Laudato Si’ week is May 16-24. 
On Sunday, May 24th, there will be a global day of prayer to celebrate Laudato Si’. Join us at 
noon for a Facebook watch party to pray together. For more info on Laudato Si’ week, please 
visit https://laudatosiweek.org/   
 

Holy Rosary Parish (Portugal Cove St. Philips/Airport Heights) 
3 RC Church Drive   Portugal Cove St. Philips NL, A1M 0G5 
Telephone: (709) 895-6722  
Website: http://www.holyrosarynl.ca  
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/holyrosarynl  
Email: holyrosaryparish@nl.rogers.com 
Administrator:  Father Kenneth Walsh  
 & Parish Priest at Holy Family Parish, Paradise  
Office hours:  Monday – Friday, 9:00 am -2:00 pm           
Chairperson of Parish Council:   Richard Thorne 
Chairperson of Finance Committee:  vacant 
Sacristan: Mrs.  Shirley Neary    Secretary:  Suzanne Thorne 
  
Ascension of the Lord  Reflection.. I read and reread the Ascension Sunday readings, waiting 
for a few words to jump out.  While many phrases were significant, the final line of the Gospel, 
“And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age,” resonated most.  Since 2017 I 
have experienced memory loss, which has been initially diagnosed as mild cognitive 
impairment.  When I read the words, “And remember,” God had my attention.  Memory 
should never be taken for granted.  Since my problems began, I have done my best to 
remember God’s love in the Eucharist, daily prayer and the others with whom I share my life. 
Jesus’ promise to be with us always strengthens and comforts me.  In the Acts of the Apostles, 
before Jesus ascends into heaven, he tells his disciples they will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon them.  God wants so much to with us that he will find his ways.  We must 
let these great promises sink in.  No matter what our circumstances, whatever difficulties we 
face, God is with us. We need to sit with these words, reading them slowly, again and again. 
When you suffer, as we all will, remember to give God space, especially in your heart.  Yours 
will be a powerful witness and lives will change, though you may know nothing about it.  
“Remember, I am with you always.”  Harry McAvoy,  Newmarket, ON 
 

May 24 2020,  Ascension of the Lord (World Communications Day) 
  
Sacrament of Baptism: Parents and god-parents must complete a pre-baptism course, prior 
to baptism. Call the office  during office hours to register for Baptism. 
Sacrament of Marriage: At least six month notice is required. Couples preparing for 
marriage are asked to speak with the priest before any plans are made. 
 

Please join us and celebrate together as a Parish on Facebook every Sunday at 9:30am. 
Facebook account is not required. 

Praying the Rosary on Zoom! Please join us on Zoom for the recitation of the Rosary on 
the last Sunday of May (May 31, 2020 at 10:30 am). Visit https://bit.ly/3d28Vvk and 
follow the instructions on your computer / phone! The recording of the Rosary will be 
made available on Facebook shortly after. 
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Message from the Archbishop 

 
May 7, 2020 
 
RE: Precautions during the time of Alert Level 4 
 
Dear People of the Archdiocese of St. John’s: 
 
At the April 30th Newfoundland Covid-19 briefing it was tentatively announced that the 
province will move to Alert Level 4 on Monday May 11th.   
 
At Alert Level 4, it will still be everyone’s responsibility to follow the Public Health Guidance 
for All Alert Levels and to stay home as much as possible, except to get essentials like 
groceries and medications.  However, gatherings at funerals, burials, and weddings will be 
expanded to 10 people as long as physical distancing can be maintained.  Visitations and 
wakes will remain prohibited.  
 
In consultation with the Archdiocesan Presbyteral Council and ensuring that we adhere to 
the Special Measures Orders of the Department of Public Health, the following decisions 
regarding pastoral ministry and public worship have been made for the time period that this 
province is at Alert Level 4: 
 

1. All people of the Archdiocese are dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday 
Mass. 

2. All churches are to remain closed to the public. 
3. Access to diocesan and parish administrative buildings will be limited to staff and 

those individuals conducting essential repairs (social distancing protocols to be 
followed in their dealings with staff). 

4. Diocesan and parish meetings involving non-staff members are to be hosted virtually 
or postponed. 

5. “Private” celebrations of funerals, weddings and baptisms may take place in the 
church within the context of a Liturgy of the Word service (i.e.  no Mass) provided 
that:  
a) No more than 10 people are present including the celebrant. 
b) Safe distancing protocols are adhered to. 

c) Before the celebration begins, a list of the names of those present is obtained (in 
case needed for contact tracing). 

d) In the case of a baptism, the celebrant wears a facemask for those parts of the 
celebration where physical distancing cannot be maintained and wears a glove 
when performing the anointings. 

 
At the May 5th meeting of the Presbyteral Council a subcommittee was formed to review all 
the Alert Levels and to prepare recommendations regarding pastoral ministry and public 
worship at each level. 
 
We are being told that it may still be a long while until this pandemic is behind us and things 
are back to “normal”.  In the mean time, I ask that you please join with me in praying for 
serenity in dealing with our present situation, for courage in facing the challenges that 
confront us, for charity in reaching out to those in need and for steadfast faith in God’s 
goodness and love. 
 
Sincerely yours in the Risen Lord, 
 
+Peter Hundt 
Archbishop of St. John’s, NL 
 

Please pray for those who have been affected by the Coronavirus and make every effort 
possible to protect yourselves and others in helping prevent the spread of the virus. For 
more information on the Coronavirus (COVID-19) please visit World Health Organization 
(WHO), Public Health Agency of Canada or Government of Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Prayer for receiving Spiritual Communion 
The best way to receive Jesus Christ is in Holy Communion at Mass.  Yet for those times you 
cannot attend Mass and/or cannot receive Communion, you can still receive Jesus by 
making a Spiritual Communion in prayer:  My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the 
most Blessed Sacrament.  I love You above all things and I desire to receive You into my 
soul.  Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit 
me to be separated from You. Amen.      

Composed by Alphonsus Liguori 
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